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Panora United Methodist Church  

Sunday Service 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday School  

every  Sunday  

10:45 a.m. –11:30 a.m. 

The Bible gives a disproportionate amount of attention to people who serve 

as leaders. Not only does it tell us the stories of faithful leaders like Jesus, 

Moses, and David, but we also get to see plenty of examples of leaders 

who led God’s people in astray: the unnamed pharaoh of Egypt who re-

fused to let God’s people go, King Saul, and then practically every single 

king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (and most of the kings of Judah too). 

Some leaders set a course toward greater freedom and peace, while others 

end up leading people to their ruin.  

What does God have to teach us about good leadership? 

How can we tell whether our leader(s) are taking us where we want 

to go?  

Are there ways we identify new leaders, or help the ones we have 

grow? 

Two important opportunities are about to happen for Panora United Meth-

odist Church:  

Nominations is going to lift up names for new leaders for our ministry 

teams. 

Sept. 30-Oct. 2, Leadership Institute will help you become a better lead-

er! 

Your call to action: Pray to be ready to say ‘yes!’ to an invitation to serve 
as a leader.  Clear some space on your calendar to be energized by 
Church of the Resurrection’s 2026 Leadership Institute. Email Jeremy for 
more information. 

Leading With Integrity 

 

     Starting September 13th 

 

         Monthly check-ins,                     

       encouragement, and                

   Christ-centered relationships. 
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• Summer Campers will share their experience before Children’s Message 
 
 

• After Children’s Message ALL youth will go outside for food, fun, and fellowship 
 
 

• After worship service ALL congregation will go outside (weather permitting) and have                
      Ice cream sundaes 

 
 

• Adult Sunday School will begin around 11:00 that day. Bring your sundaes to class!                  
      Worship in Action classes will be in session September 13 through November 22. 

 

September 23 6:00pm: Food-spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and cookie 
                         6:30pm– 7:30pm: “The Chosen” lead by Crystal Shaffer 
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Sharing your generosity is a wonderful way to support the mission at Panora United Method-
ist Church. Technology provides some easy ways to simplify the process. 

  

Giving online to our church is fast, safe and simple through Tithely, a United Methodist 
Church partner.  Find the Give Online link on the church website, go to give.tithe.ly and 
search for Panora United Methodist Church or download the Tithely app.  Tithely allows for 
one-time or recurring donations. 

  

Another giving option is monthly ACH tithes.  Look for the giving authorization form on the 
church website or printed copies on the tables in the back of the church. 

  

Please consider these alternatives in addition to our current giving options. 

If you are an active farmer, did you know that you can gift your grain to the Church and save on 

both income tax and self-employment tax? It’s true. Today, most taxpayers aren’t able to get a de-

duction for cash gifts to their church because they don’t have enough personal deductions to item-

ize. For 2026, the “Standard Deduction” for Married Couples over 65 is $35,500 and for Single tax-

payers is $18,150.  

If you want to help your church and get a tax benefit at the same time, the IRS allows for the gifting 

of grain directly to a charity. Rather than selling a commodity yourself, paying income tax on the 

sale, then gifting your after-tax cash, simply arrange for the elevator to transfer title to the grain to 

the name of the Church before it is sold. The Church then sells the grain in their name and because 

we are a non-profit, no tax! You receive the following benefits:  

 

1. Avoid Income: The sale proceeds are not reported as taxable income on your return.  

2. Deduct Expenses: You can typically still deduct the cost of production (seed, fertilizer) on 

Schedule F, even though the income isn’t reported.  

3. Avoid Self-Employment Tax: Since the income is not recognized, it reduces or eliminates self-          

employment tax on the revenue.  

 

There are a few technical steps such as the Church has to do the actual selling of the grain and re-

ceive the check in their name.  Also, the grain cannot be pre sold. If you are considering a grain gift, 

please consult with your tax professional.    

    GIFT GRAIN TO YOUR CHURCH AND SAVE ON INCOME TAXES 

Generosity Made Easier 

http://give.tithe.ly/
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      COMING IN OCTOBER! 

Two opportunities are coming in October to experience fresh spiritual renewal and the power of 

God's transforming grace in our lives.  Yes, our one hour of worship and our participation in Bi-

ble studies are very valuable in our spiritual growth.  However, these experiences don't always 

offer us a personal encounter with the risen Christ, as an extended time with the Lord can pro-

vide.  Remember, "it is the work of a lifetime to develop to full stature spiritually.  This is what 

you are on earth for.  It gives meaning to your life."  These experiences are based on Luke 24, 

as Jesus anonymously appeared to 2 disciples on their walk home to the village of Emmaus. 

 

 Face to Face (for those 60 years+).  Men and women together.  In Perry, IA. at the UMC.  

Oct. 12, 13, 14, 15.  9 a.m. - 3: 30 p.m. each day.  No overnights.    

 

 Walk to Emmaus (for anyone).  Men's weekend: Oct 22 (6 p.m.) to Oct 25 (6 p.m.) -- 72 

hours including overnights.  In Humboldt IA, at the UMC.  Women's weekend: Oct 29 (6 

p.m.) to Nov 1 (6 p.m.)  In Humboldt IA -- 72 hours including overnights. 

 

                           You may read more at www.iowawalktoemmaus.org.   

                             Please talk to the Shepherds for more information.   

 

          

            

          Administrative                

     Board Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the 

Administrative Council  

Wednesday, October 14 , 2026  

at 5:30 pm   
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 SW CONGREGATION VS. NE CONGREGATION 

 

 WHO CAN BRING THE MOST CEREAL FOR  

 THE FOOD PANTRY? 

 
 

CEREAL BOX DOMINO RACE 

The Sunday School Class will set up all the cereal boxes and watch them fall.                

   Can they make them fall?  

   Will there be a rogue cereal box?  

   Who will win? 

                                  

Come to church to see the finale! 

SAVE YOUR CHANGE MONTH 

     Start saving your change for Noisy Sunday 

The Sunday School will collect all your change in 

cans and see how much we can raise for a mis-

sion project. 

                      MAKE SOME NOISE! 

 

OCTOBER-CEREAL MONTH 
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                                       Happy Birthday!   

         (I know there are some of birthdays missing!  Please send to Shelley at PUMC@netins.net) 

            
         September Birthdays  

   
   2 –  Bill Dahl 
   
   5 – David Grove 
 
   5– Mary Kay Hamilton 
    
   8 – Melissa Bahrenfuss 
 
  9 – Gunnar Gerth 
  
 16 – JoAnn Alumbaugh 

            
       

  

    
      
    
  

19 – Braden Bahrenfuss 
 
 22 –  Vickie Klein    
 
 28 – Scott Fredrickson 
    
 29– Mary Jane Sprague
  
 29– Jeremy Laabs 
 
30– Michelle Bassett 

            
       

   
   
       

 October Birthdays 

   
  4–Raelyn Knudson 
 
  4–Jack Waldo 
   
  5– Bill Richey 
 
  8–Norah Grove 
    
14–Dennis Shepherd 
 

16 – Shanell Wagler 
  
22– Kim Davenport 
 
22 –Jim Gibson 
 
26 – Graham Clark 
     

   UMW Calendar 

September 21—  UMW Meeting at 1:30pm          October 19 —   UMW Meeting at 1:30pm                                      

                        Hostess:                                                        Hostess: Denise Brobst 

                        Co-Hostess: Jane Shepherd                              Co-Hostess: Joan Fredrickson 

                        Lesson: Jane Shepherd                                 Lesson: Work of Ingathering Kits  

  

                                                                                        
    

 
 

Schedule for Chimes and Choir 

                                
   

                                              

 
 

Schedule  for  Bel l  Choir  

Sep.  16: 5:00 pm Practice 
Sep.  20: 9:30 am Play 

       Sep. 17   6:30pm      Chimes Practice               Oct.    8   6:30 pm    Chimes Practice 
       Sep. 20   9:30 am     Chimes Play                     Oct.  11   9:30 am    Chimes Play 
       Sep. 24   6:30pm      Choir Practice                  Oct.  22    6:30 pm    Choir Practice 
       Sep. 27   9:30 am     Choir Sings                      Oct.  25    9:30 am    Choir Sings 
                                                                                  

Oct.  14: 5:00 pm Practice 
Oct.  18: 9:30 am Play 
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                              Tuesday afternoon, 1:30 p.m.                             

                                      At Lake Side Village                               


