
July/August 2026 

 

O U R  M I S S I O N :  

L O V E  G O D ,  L O V E  N E I G H B O R ,  T R A N S F O R M  T H E  W O R L D  

 

119 E. Main Street 

P. O. Box 601 

Panora, IA  50216 
 

(641) 755-2655 
Email: pumc@netins.net 

 
 

Rev. Jeremy Poland 
          515-401-7223 

 

Email: 
mrjmpoland82@gmail.com 

Panora United Methodist Church  

Sunday Service 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sunday School  

every  Sunday  

10:45 a.m. –11:30 a.m. 

On July 4th, we will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing the Declaration 

of Independence. People gathered; inked quill was set to parchment, and the mat-

ter was settled: the United States would be its own, free nation.  

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness…” 

Of course, a war was fought to defend the spirit of those words, where tens of 

thousands of people died. And as the territory gradually expanded from 13 colo-

nies to 50 states, there were all kinds of exchanges with the Indigenous Peoples 

of the land: gold, goods, ideas, germs, and so much blood. It soon came out that 

there were certain ambiguities in the original text that had to be worked out, such 

as the question of whether or not ‘all men’ included slaves.  

“But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 

same Object evinces a design to reduce them [those unalienable Rights] 

under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 

Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.” 

Words and another war decided 11 states were not allowed to confederate and 

secede from the Union –abolishing what had been perceived as a ‘state 

right’ (slavery), did not constitute despotism. 

Much has happened over our brief history: at least three times (arguably, many 

more), our nation faced an existential threat, where the grand experiment of Amer-

ica could have been brought to an abrupt end. These threats have been both ex-

ternal and internal. But at the right time, courageous people stood up as advo-

cates of our guiding virtues: liberty and justice –often at the expense of their own, 

first unalienable right. And enough conscientious citizens rallied to the cause, and 

the democratic dream has endured. 

I know this quarter-millennia milestone meets us with mixed sentiments in these 

politically-divided times. Should we look back at our tangled history with feelings of 

triumph or guilt? Is our present moment defined by gratitude or grief? Do we look 

upon the horizon of tomorrow with anticipations of growth or deterioration?  

You could read both the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution in 

about 20 minutes. Beyond just air, soil, and ink-scratched paper, we share both a 

spirit and a struggle together. Democracy entails a shared duty to maintain the 

‘Creator-endowed’ Rights of ‘all men.’ It also entails we stand against parties, per-

sonalities and forces that seek to remove such rights, or impose undue restraints 

upon any portion of the populace. So before we spark up our grills and pop open 

our beers, let us first remember who we are, by reading the wisdom of our found-

ers. 
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                RAGBRAI is coming through Panora  

                               Tuesday, July 21st 

 
         Tori's Angels and PUMC are teaming up to provide food/beverage to the riders                               

as a fundraiser for Tori's Angels.  
 

            Below are opportunities to be a part of this fun event.                                                             
If you are able to help with any of these items email or send a text directly Shanell 

 
Opportunities to help before the event:  

We need 4 volunteers to Wash Apples 

We need 4 volunteers to Wash and Bag Grapes (these will be frozen until the day of the event) 
 

Items donated to use: (please identify your items with labels that clearly say to whom 
they belong) 

Need: Ice Chests (big coolers), big trash containers 
 

Donate to the Cause: you can donate money to help pay for food, beverages, ice, baggies, etc. 
 

Work the Day of the event.  
There will be 2 shifts - one at 4:45 a.m. and one at 9:00 a.m. For the day of the event (July 21),  

we will need individuals working in the church kitchen, being a food runner, place sticks in 
the eggs,    taking money from the riders, and emptying the garbage. Please let me know if you 
are available to help with anything on July 21. Once we know exactly the route, we will confirm 

parking opportunities so that you can get to the church and leave the church when you are 
ready.   

 

                                                  Thanks for your help in advance. 

                                                               Shanell Wagler 

                       Email: shanell.wagler@gmail.com       Phone: 515-371-0505    

          

            

          Administrative                

     Board Meeting 

The next regular meeting of the 

Administrative Council  

Wednesday, August 12, 2026  

at 5:30 pm   
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                                            Happy Birthday!   

             (I know there are some of birthdays missing!  Please send to Shelley at PUMC@netins.net) 

            
             

    

      
     
     

      July Birthdays               

   
 1 –  Trudy Hastings 
   
   3 – Jannis Hoobin 
 
   6 – Toni Wright 
     
   8 – Reagan Gibson 
 
 10 – Michael Klein 
  

                    Schedule  for  Chimes  and Choir   

                                                                                        
    

 
 

                               Schedule  for  Be l l  Choir  

   

                                              

 

            
          
   
      
    
  

   
       August Birthdays               

 
 14 – Barb Bahde 
    
 14 – Tom Loeck  
 
 15 –  Patty Reeve 
   
 16 – Kinze Laabs 
 
 18 – Sue Merryman 
   

   9 –  Joyce Hagler 
   
 12 –  Lois Creese 
    

 23 – Denise Brobst 
 
 25 – Grant Zajieck 
  
 29 – Jean Cornish 
 
30 – Ryan Gerth 
 
31 – Julie Tibbles 

   15 –  Morgan Twigg 
   
   17 –  Ann Chambers 
    

Aug  12: 5:00 pm Practice 
Aug  26: 9:30 am Play 

       July  09  6:30pm      Chimes Practice               Aug   06       6:30 pm    Chimes Practice 
       July  12  9:30 am     Chimes Play                     Aug   09       9:30 am    Chimes Play 
       July  23  6:30pm      Choir Practice                  Aug   20       6:30 pm    Choir Practice 
       July  26  9:30 am     Choir Sings                      Aug   23       9:30 am    Choir Sings 
                                                                                  

             

           

 
                                   

   UMW Calendar 

   NO MEETINGS in July & August 



July/August 2026 

 Page 5 

O u r  M i s s i o n :  

L o v e  G o d ,  L o v e  N e i g h b o r ,   

T r a n s f o r m  t h e  W o r l d  

Panora United Methodist Church  

119 E. Main, P. O. Box 601 

Panora, IA  50216 

Phone: 641-755-2655 

email: pumc@netins.net 

website: www.panoraumc.org 

 

 

 

               

      

 
                              Tuesday afternoon, 1:30 p.m.                             

                                      At Lake Side Village                               


