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Although the cross is the primary symbol of our faith, it never ceases to 

amaze me how divergent (and discordant) our images and interpretations 

of our common symbol can be across the spectrum of Christianity. While 

almost every sanctuary I’ve been to prominently features a cross, that cross 

may be empty (Protestant), or it may feature Jesus being crucified 

(Catholic); it may be made of rough-cut wood, or a shiny, polished metal, 

like brass or gold. Some sanctuary crosses are so small, you could carry it 

away in one hand, while others are so big they would dwarf Goliath. Like-

wise, the way we sing about the cross varies widely, even in our own Unit-

ed Methodist hymnal: at times the cross is a subject of fear and shame, at 

others a source of wonder and glory.  

In seminary, I was shocked when my Greek professor announced, on the 

very first day of class, that the phrase “Christ died for our sins,” used 

throughout the New Testament, could be translated another way. It could 

be translated to say, “Christ died of our sins.” As I’ve sat with this subtle 

revelation for the last twenty years, it strikes me that our wide spectrum of 

representations of –and responses to- the cross may be rooted in the trans-

lation of a single Greek preposition.  

Did God send Jesus to die on the cross to save us from our sins?  

Or… 

Did our entanglement in sin lead us to murder Jesus, so that the cross 

stands as a sign of our rebellion against God? 

Tankards of ink have been spent over the millennia in an attempt to resolve 

this tension. But Jesus himself defines the cross’s singular call to action: ‘all 

those who seek to follow me must deny themselves, take up their cross 

(daily) and follow me.’  

The cross of Jesus offers us a paradox (two simultaneous truths): the cross 

is a symbol of humanity’s rebellion against God’s love; but as we follow 

Christ to join him on the cross, we are saved from our own rebelliousness –

because the root of our sin is our own self-centeredness.  

Only by grabbing hold of something worth dying for, are we truly ready to 

begin living.  

The cross has the power to save us from our division and our fears. Let us 

follow the Christ! 
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     HONORING THE 2025 GRADUATING SENIORS of 

                    PANORAMA HIGH SCHOOL 

 

                      WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 , 2026      

              6:00 PM SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT                                                             

              7:00 PM BACCALAUREATE SERVICE  

         

           PANORAMA HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

                        701 WEST MAIN STREET 

 

       May 14th at 7:15 a.m.            

    Faith Bible Church  hosting 
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                     Mother’s Day  

                         May 10th 

 

            Father’s Day  

               June 21st 

 

 

 

The next regular meeting of the 

Administrative Council  

Wednesday, June 10, 2026at 5:30 pm   

 

 

         This year's conference theme: Connected in Vision 
 
            When: Thursday, June 11 - Sunday, June 14, 2026 
   

            Where: MidAmerican Energy Company RecPlex  

                                            6500 Grand Ave  

                                 West Des Moines, IA 50266  
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The One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which became law in July 2025, brings some big changes to charita-

ble tax deductions. Starting in 2026, if you take the standard deduction (non-itemizers), you can now 

deduct up to $1,000 in cash gifts to qualified charities like the Panora United Methodist Church. 

$2,000 for married couples filing jointly. 

If you regularly make cash donations to our Church but don’t receive a tax deduction because you 

don’t itemize, then this is a welcome change!  

Before this change, most taxpayers weren’t able to deduct cash gifts to their church because they 

didn’t have enough personal deductions to itemize. For 2026, the “Standard Deduction” for Married 

Couples over 65 is $35,500 and for single taxpayers over 65 is $18,150. 

This change was designed to incentivize charitable giving for the nearly 90% of taxpayers who take 

the Standard Deduction.  

There are a few technical requirements such as only cash contributions (checks, credit/debit cards, 

ACH and cash) are eligible. Non-cash gifts like clothing and stock, do not qualify. Also, for donations 

of $250 or more, you must keep your bank record or get a written receipt.  

If you have any specific questions, please consult with your tax professional.    

 

 

 

  CHARITABLE TAX DEDUCTIONS ARE CHANGING IN 2026 

CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, June 28th at 11:00am at 

 Boulder Beach @ Lake Panorama 

   Fellowship, Food & Fun 
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                                            Happy Birthday!   

             (I know there are some of birthdays missing!  Please send to Shelley at PUMC@netins.net) 

          “God was there to hear your borning cry; we rejoice that you are part of our church family!” 

            
       

 
 
 

             

           

 
                                   

      May Birthdays               

   3 – Avery Bahrenfuss, Bryce Halterman  
   
 17 – Evan Losee 
 
 20 – Nancy Loeck 
     
 21 – Janet Adamson 
 
 24 – Nancy Moore 
  
 26 – Jason Kirtley, Marilyn Coghlan 
     
  

UMW Calendar 

 
      May 18 —  UMW Meeting at 1:30pm          June —   NO Meeting  

                               Hostess: Linda Dahl                            

                          Co-Hostess: Shanell Wagler                            

                          Lesson: Mary Jane Sprague                                  

                            Schedule for Chimes and Choir  
   

      May  07  6:30pm      Chimes Practice               June   11       6:30 pm    Chimes Practice 
      May  10  9:30 am     Chimes Play                     June   14       9:30 am    Chimes Play 
      May  21  6:30pm      Choir Practice                   June   25       6:30 pm    Choir Practice 
      May  24  9:30 am     Choir Sings                       June   28       9:30 am    Choir Sings 
                                                                                  

                                     Schedule for Bel l  Choir  
   

                      May 13: 5:00pm      Practice                June 17: 5:00 pm Practice 
                      May 17: 9:30 am      Play                     June 21: 9:30 am Play 
          

            
       

 
 
 

  June Birthdays               

 

   1 – Mary Beidelman  
   
   3 – Chan Rivera 
    
   7 – Ken Hickman 
 
   9 – Mickell Gerth 
 
 13 – Sara Grove  
   
 14 – MJ Brown,  
         John Coons 
   

17 – Taelyn Gerth 
 
19 – Charles Brobst 
 
22 – Bill Wicks  
 
 23 – Jay Merryman 
    
 27 – Leo Grove 
 
 28 – Jim Chambers 
 
30 – Dave Beidelman  
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                              Tuesday afternoon, 1:30 p.m.                             

                                      At Lake Side Village                               


